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How To Make A Hair Rig

The modern day Hair-rig was devised by Kevin Maddocks and Len Middleton
in the late 70’s. It was while conducting tank tests that they concluded that
Carp were actually frightened by the effect of the hook and hooklength
passing over their lips.

The way round this was to mount the bait on a very light, supple, two-inch
Hair (donated by Kevin’s wife!), which was attached to the lower bend of the
hook.

The long supple Hair allowed the Carp to confidently pick up the bait and
pass it back to the Pharyngeal teeth without feeling the effect of the hook or
hooklength over it’s lips.

The Hair-rig has changed a lot since then in that there is less emphasis being
placed on the Carp’s fear of the effect of the hook and hooklength over its
lips. Nowadays the emphasis is on the hook being able to turn and find a
good hook-hold as the hookbait is being ejected by the Carp.

The easiest and most effective method of producing a Hair-rig is to use the
Knotless-knot.

The Knotless Knot

The Knotless-knot is very simple and easy to tie. The knot simply utilizes the
hooklength material to firmly tie on the hook and produce the hair of a desired
length.

Tieing The Knotless Knot

1. Tie a small loop using an Over-hand knot at one end of your selected

hooklength material, I've used a 12 inch length of braid in this instance. This
loop for your boilie stop to secure the boilie in place.
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2. Using a Boilie Needle thread the boilie (or whatever you’re using as a
Hookbait) on to what will be the Hair.

3. Once the Boilie has been threaded on to the Hair a Boilie Stop is pushed
through the loop to secure the Boilie in place. Thread a small piece of
Silicone tubing on to the hooklength and then on to hook, before threading
the hooklength through the eye of the hook.
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4. Adjust the length of the Hair to your desired length, about 3mm from the
end of the hook to the hookbait is my desired length of hair. Whip up the
shank of the hook using a minimum of 5 turns.
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5. Thread the hooklength once more back through the eye of the hook and
pull tight.

6.Tie a swivel on to the end of the hooklength and you’re ready to go!



| always put a small dap of Super Glue on the knots just for piece of mind, but
it isn’t necessary.

Using the Hair-Rig

Once the Hair-rig has been tied a Boilie or bait of the same size can be used
on the same Hair time and time again as the Hair length has been set for that
particular size of bait.

The piece of Silicone tubing that | use is to determine the position of where
the Hair leaves the Shank of the hook, which is level with the hookpoint. This
also allows the hook to turn and the rig to work, in a sense, as an anti-eject
‘Blow-Back’ rig. In other words, once the hook has penetrated the lip of the
fish, the fish won'’t be able to blow out the bait and hook, just the bait.




Other anglers prefer not to use a small piece of Silicone tubing, but instead
whip all of the way up the shank of the hook until they are level with the hook
point, which is fine.

Hair Length
In my experience, and whilst discussing Hair length with other anglers, I've

found that there is no ultimate Hair length, though a gap of between 2mm to
10mm from the bend of the hook to the hookbait is favoured by most.

It's a case of trial and error in finding a Hair length that works for the size and
pattern of hook being used, the size of bait being used, the hooklength
material and the way in which the carp are feeding. If you are missing runs or
you feel the fish are picking up and successfully ejecting your hook and
hookbait then a adjust the length of the Hair, which could make all the
difference.

The same Hair-rig/Knotless-knot, but with a longer Hair.
Tight lines,
Gaffer
This article was first published on www.AnglersNet.co.uk

Garth Barnard is a seasoned carp angler, a regular contributor to
http://www.anglersnet.co.uk/ and co-author of

http://www.carpfishingsecrets.com/

Some Useful links
www.anglersnet.co.uk/cheap-fishing-tackle/ - Anglers' Net bargain tackle basement!
www.fishytec.co.uk — Fishtec With Matt Hayes; Every big name brand going, with
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extremely competitive prices and deals all the time.

www.trevs-tackle.com — Trev’s Tackle; Large range of carp fishing tackle. The
Fishrite range is especially good for those starting out, or on a budget.

www.tacklebargain.com - Tackle Bargains; Specialists in selling clearance lines,
bulk and one-off items. Some real bargains here.

www.fishing-direct.com — Hooked Tackle & Bait; Specialist carp fishing shop
carrying the best brands, including bait. Supplies to the UK only.

www.spex-4-less.com — Spex4Less; Probably the UK’s cheapest optician. Most
importantly, they supply prescription polarised fishing glasses.

You may distribute this file freely on the understanding that you do not alter it in any way and
that you do not charge anyone for it.
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